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OUT Rubicon which no bmte will dare to cross (vol. i
p. 403).

On other points I think that those who have done
me the honour of carefully examining and freely criti-
cising my Lectures will find that not one of their remarks
has been neglected ; and I can honestly say that, where
I have retained my own opinions against the argu-
ments of other scholars, it has not been done without
careful consideration. In some cases my critics will
see that I have given up positions which they had
proved to be no longer tenable; in others, I have
indicated, by a few additional words, that I was pre-
pared for their objections, and able to meet them; in
others, again, the fact that I have left what I had
written without any change must show that I con-
sider their objections futile. It would have been easy
to answer some of rny rather over-confident critics,
and I confess it was sometimes difficult to resist the
temptation, particularly when one finds oneself blamed,
as happens not unfrequently, for having followed
Copernicus rather than Ptolemseus. 'Ox/afta0efc guam
sint insolentes non ignoras. But controversy, particu-
larly in public, is always barren of good results. I
can now look back on five and twenty years of literary
work, and whatever disappointment J may feel in
seeing how little has been done and how much more
remains to be done, and probably never will be done,
I have at least this satisfaction, that I have never
wasted one hour in personal controversy. I have
grappled with opinions, but never with their pro-
pounders ; and, though I have carefully weighed
what has been proved against me, I have never
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